THE ADVOCATE

e il

~ N.R P.A

Published Bvary Wodnmday by the

ADYOCATE PUBLISHING CO,

o i
O o, "% | Ao Bators

TERMS OF BUBSCRIFTION

&‘ 'ﬂ-w; ﬂ“:”““““‘?.&:

s -

ADYOCATE PUBLIOHING 0O,
Topehs Kanase,

TOPREA, KAN, FEBRUARY 18, 1801,
{Entersd as socond slass mailer in the Post

(flon at Topeka, Kansex )
SPKOIAL OLUB LISY,
'rn Am & Knﬂnlll'l;mht ‘bllj
R - S

“ i
M Kapsss Commoner,,..L78
W 11 leﬂ

" "
L1} "
o "

8. M. Boorr spoke to & good house
st Linocoln Conter, February 2. The
stormin the moming provented as
good an sttendance as might other-
wise have been expected, and the peo-
plo desire that he shall come again,
whan they promise to do better.

Ix the report of the vote for United
Btates Senator in the issus of Febru-
ary 4, Masars. Mitohell of Reno, Mor-
ris of Clark and Morrison of Labetle
aro reported as having voted for In-
galls This is an error on its faoe
The official figures show that every

Paoplen party Representative in the
voted for Peffer. The

error is 8 typographical one, and we
are glad to make the correction.

Daranrivo for onoe from our ous-
tom of rojecting all runlntim: bo-
cause of the multitude of re-
uind,wtgiuthhmheuuno!
the bitterness of the criticism to
which this gentleman has been sub-
joct +In giving this resolution
place, we wish to say that we have ro-
ooived a large number of congratula-
tions o mewmbers of the House from
their constitusnts, the very multipli-
eity of whioh precludes their publica-
tion. We would suggest that thess

LOOK.

On your paper, and if “Feb." is on it
your subsoription expires this month.
Beud us & dollar at anee, as you can-
not afford to wim a nowber. The
name of every subseriber is dropped
promptly on the expirstion of the
time for which he has paid.

RHALL THR ATATR HINTORICAL SBOCIETY
RE RLOTTED OUT OF EXISTENCE!

In 1876 the State Historicsl soclety
of Kansas was established and fully
organized for the express purpose of
gathering and preserving the moat-
tered materials of more than two de-
osdes of the pecnlinrly eveatful his-
tory which had theo transpired in the
territory and siafe of Kansas

It partienlarly undertook s & vol-
untary_associstion the work of gel-
ting up collections of valasble his-
tory so that nothing be lost, for the
reason that neithar the Kansas state
library nor any other institution of
the ntate had undertalen fo do this
work.

The historioal seciety brought ita

1.78 | collections into the state bouse and

78 | placed them in receptacles furnished
1.8 | by the state officers of Kansas who

approciated the inherent value of this

50 | initial movement.

The state sssnmed the expenses of
this work, which payments huve from
the beginning been comperatively
small, and thos the society obtained
pormanant quartorsin the state bouse,
makiog the library and the varied
historical colleckions as the perman-
ant property of this grest common-
woalth.

The primary object of gathering,
preserving, arranging and eatalog-
ing the materials of the history of
Kauses has been so expanded that
the library has grown into s general
historieal, politicsl and socientific
library, the works having came into
the scoisty ohiefly by donation.

“The play of Hamlet with Ham-
lot omitted,”" would ba mush the same
as writing the history of the United
ous- | States for nearly the lust forly years
with the history of Kansas lef$ ount
of it.

Indeed from the day that President
Plerce affixed hia signatare to the
Kansas-Nebraska bill on that last
spring day of 1864, there has never
been & continned period of six month's
time, 11 whioh Kansas has not farn-
ishad comparstively much more than
its quola to the general history of the
nation,

The collections in the Kansas State
Historical socisty most nasuredly have
& priceless value and on a line of con-
tinuing work the prospective signif-
cance of this great boon is beyond
bumsn estimation. No exaggeration
of its maguitude is hardly possible.

The procesdings of societies in the
interest of securing bona fide settlers
for Kansas, of political and religions
organizations, the manusoripts of
sarly missionaries among the Indians
of Kanasss, of explorers, fur traders In-
dian agents and commissioners, all
original materinls of inoalonlable val-
ue, oame into the collection of the
atatd historical sooiety.

Por, when the fact was known that

Kanses had & living, working, real-

ous historionl society, which wan gath-
ering aod preserving the slements of
its most wonderful history, people
throughout the eountry who had these
materials, as 8 kindly labor of love and

peiriotism, placad them in the keep-
ing of the society, where they would
over do good, and where they would
roain aecsssible for the instruction
of the studions for all Lime.

It stands as su incontestible fact
that in every state whore state his-
torionl socioties exist, maintained in
whole or in part by the stale, such
societios are given the complete con-
tro), so to speak, of making wp & his-
torioal, miscellansoos, political and
seiontiflo library for the use of the

o,
As s mattor of history of something

that, figuratively speaking, “‘was done
in the corner,” it in fikting to refer to
an oocnurrence of legialative history
80 irregular and obsoure s to invoke
eareful attantion st the hands of dis-
passionnte law-makers, who have n
joalons regard for the publio weal of
this great mnd growing commons
woalth.

8o let it be said that in the session
of the Kunsas Senate of 1880, after
all legislation bhad oceased ns such,
and some of the Senatora had depart-
od for their homes, to wit, in the
afterncon of March $, 1880, Hon.
Charles H. Kimball, who oocupied a
sest in the Benate from Lubette
county, offered Senate resolution No,
91

That the plain, sturdy people of
Kansas may have some knowledge of
the inception of this work, the follow-
ing is & copy of the matter found on
page 961 of the Benate journal of
1880. Baenator Kimball offered Sen-

ate resolution No. 91, s follows:

Whereas, The statutory provisionn mlating to
powirs and dutiea of the varfous state depart
maals, bosrds and comminsloners are In msny In-
ntancen vagne and (ndofinite, and without the
precialon and direotusan resquisite o the inteill-
goot, systemationl and methodleal eonduct of
siato affalry And the gukdance of state oMourn
and othery Intrusted with the management of in-
stitations snd the axponditure of publle fonds;
therefore be It

Hesolved by the Senate, That & committee of
five masnbors of the Honate ba appolitad, whose
duty 15 shall be 10 revise and ocodify all existing
Lawry, oF 18 In thaty judgment the pabille interests
o demand, prepare for submission al the ooxt
rogular sossdon of the Logialature, blla spect-
feally defining the powers and dutles of state
oflloers, bends of dopartments, boards and com-
missloners crastad by lnw, and lnws providing
for the mate printing. Hald committes ahall
mako 1ts raport in wriling to thas Governor on or
before the 1et duy of December, 1800, and the
Govarnor s hareby requested to have the report
peinted, and to tmaosmit & copy Ahereof
o saoh mombar elect of the oext House and
Benate belore the convoulng of the Luglalatire
of 1691, The members of the commities shall re-
oelve a8 compenmon for thalr servioes the mmo
per diem and milsigo In attending mestings as
18 allowed to stato Senstors, The committe: 18
suthorized &0 smploy & secrotary, who ahall re-
oelve the sume amount per diem as s allowisd the
sadretary of the Honate,

Thae record following reads thus:

Henator Kimball moved the adoption of the
resointion,

A vota helng bad the motfoti prevalled, Ths
president appolnted as such commilies Senators
Harknees, Kallay of Crawlord, Murdook, Kim-
Bl and Moody.

mnporl of this ua!l—atylnd -
vision committes occupies thirteen
pages of a pamphlet, and after recit-
ing the gist of Senale resolution No,
91, the lollowing sppears:

The somniities met on the alith day of Jann-
sy A, D, 1290, and at Onod began n carelyl ex-
amination and dlscuston of the existing lawa o
e revised, and (o that conpeqtion made patient

and earaful logulry as to what wers oonsidersd

the dofeata ternin and the dhunges desirod.
That i commilon might ba fully informed of
Wil cpuses of complning, uate ofMoers, as well ns
exatate oMoars, members of the yarious boards
and cotnmissiony of e stale And olbers who
have had practical experionce In the workings
of thie Lvwy now In faros wers invited (o give the
wominiilen the bennfit of Whelr exporience and
eritictama.  I'roin the suggestions and criticlsms
50 made, trom our owo axperfence asd observ-
o s oitidens, sad frotn our ofolal delibers-
thons, the rommittes have made variow amend.
monts and additions to the pressnt lews upon
the subjocta umber consldoration, and fmamed
wub-bills soming withio the seops of suoh reso
luttons a8 were deemed advisable, sa will
more fully appear from (he bills hurewith sub-
it

Sub-headings found in the report
appear to thenamber of eighteen, the
fitth one of which ia given ss the
“State Library and Historical So-
ciety.”  And under this heading are
the following huge chunks of knowl-
adge and wisdom;

Burt Lttde need be sald about those adjuncts Lo
the stale goveroment. ‘The committes is of the
opinfon that the books of the Ubrary, sod the
books, chiarts, manuseripts, pletures, e, of the
historienl soclety ought to Do brought to-
pether to form one stats Mbrmry.  Floet, thisls
largely o the Interest of seonommy, nud this aions
ought to seltls the qoestion, hut 4 have s good
Worwry, one which will be oasy of Koesss, And
proparly managed they ought to ba brought to-
geiher wnd b put uoder one head, Do this way
the books which are now dupllosted, esch
Ihrary having the same books, the dupllontes
eoulid be wold, thus crealing & sowree of rovenne
Now thiey aresnpertuymerary, Theo wgain s groat
Hbrary bo tudls up only by the process of hring-
ing toguther, tot scaltering.  And agalnthe Mot
of two llhirsrios crontes Joalousios ad unwhole-
simie rivalr.os, and extravagance In the sppro-
printion of moteys,  The committss s thers
fore progared a Wl for the cousolidstion of the
two librurios toto the wtate Nbrary, and for M
regulation sud malntenanés, which 14 horowith
bbb,

The people of Kansas in no portion
of itsbroad domain have ever thought
it was & matter of propriety to abolish
the state historical society, and the
#ix gentlemen below named ecan not
olaim at this fime to be representing
the general thought of their consti-
tnents ns expressed at the polls at the
last election held in the state

Lientenant Clovernor Andrew J.
Feolt, who appointed this “revision
committea” of five Senators in a semi~
olandestine manner was in & minority
gt the last slection, November 4, 1890,
of 85,400, The Republican candidate
for Governor st said election in the
distriet represented by Senator Hark-
ness was in & minority of 2423; in
the district representad by Henator
Kellay, in a minority of 1,715; in Sen-
stor Murdoek's distriet, 1,360; in Sen-
ator Kimball's district, 1,204; and in
Senator Moody’s district he was in a
minority of 428. Aud in regard to
Senator Kimball's equnity to a soat,
what intalligent person on this mal-
ter supposes he had a majority of the
vobes s they camé ont of the ballot
boxes?

But to return to these Senstorial
rovigers. It is most respectfully sub-
mitted that when this penny wise and
pound foolish ocommittes of five
framed their Wl to eliminste the
state historical society of Kansas
from the list of its sacred institutions,
honored and revered by its publie
spirited oifizens of the highest type,
living and translated, they really
gave to it the title, “An act to pro-
vide for the regulstion and mainten-
ance of the state library.”

Would not s rose of any other name
smell as sweet !

Baut it was sver thus; when & pre-
tended reform was predicsted on an




